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Two years have passed since the peaceful and humble birth of Journal of Thoracic Disease ( JTD) 
in the winter of 2009. Over these days, JTD has wound across and survived a tough time in 
administrative encouragement, financial support, and personnel shortage. What on earth were 
these exogenous distresses? They only remind us of a highly popular cyberphrase among the 
Chinese–all predicaments are of no consequence just like floating clouds (Shenma doushi fuyun). 
To be or not to be? That should be a question subject to the test of times, the needs of peers as a 
whole, but not to transient difficulties, nor to the individual wills of a few. No pains, no gains. It 
always takes long to endure the seemingly endless hardship and solitude before something cheerful 
comes in. 

Yet at no times has JTD missed so much support and input worldwide. To date, JTD has 
published a great number of articles with 80% of them submitted from outside mainland China 
(Figure 1). In this regard, we are grateful to our authors and reviewers who have contributed to 
make a difference at JTD, and to our audience who has delivered constructive opinions to make 
JTD more readable and relevant. Our heartfelt thanks go to members of first-term JTD Editorial 
Board (2009-2011) who come from many parts of the world (Figure 2). Their dedication and 
passion have made this newborn journal so appealing in the field. We also remember the efforts by 
Dr Prof Jianxing He, MD FACS, our Deputy Editor-in-Chief, who contributed to nearly 35.4% of 
papers from mainland China so far. 

Globally, interest in JTD is increasing. Based on website traffic statistics starting from April 1 
to November 24, 2011, Google Analytics identified 19,143 clicks from 138 countries/regions on 
JTD’s online data that were responsible for 49,103 pageviews (Figure 3). Interestingly, the hottest 
mouse hits came from the United States. Citations of JTD articles by other SCI-indexed journals 
have been constantly on the rise. According to manual calculation with data from Web of Science, 
the "potential" impact factor of JTD could be considerably inspiring. 

They say this winter is not too cold – yes, they bet it. On December 10, an email from Chris 
Kelly, Production Team Leader at PubMed Central (PMC), reached us to inform that JTD is 
now officially PMC-covered. Successful coverage in the prestigious PubMed database may mean 
recognition of JTD by international peers, and a closer move towards the master publication list of 
SCI-indexed journals.

The upcoming 2012 heralds a new start! At this moment, we are confident in achieving new 
progress with the consistent backup from our friends. Hereby we take the honor to communicate 
on several innovations that are happening or coming soon at JTD.

Readers should have noticed that the current issue of JTD appears exceptionally large. The 
publication of more articles and pages compared with past issues was intentional and temporary, 
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to eliminate a backlog of accepted manuscripts. From 2012 
onwards,  the frequenc y of JTD w il l  be modif ied from 
quarterly to bimonthly. Such a decision was made according 
to the increasing number of submitted papers and improving 
awareness of this journal among colleagues. Believably, the 
higher publication frequency can pose additional burdens on the 
editorial team and board members. But diehards are often hard 
to die – we will manage.

The Chinese version of JTD ( JTD China) will be launched 

in March 2012. JTD China will be equivalently a Chinese 
translation, with rigorously censored contents that have been 
actually published in JTD, and nothing more. Release of JTD 
China is planned to meet the need of a huge population of 
Chinese physicians, surgeons and healthcare workers who are 
serving at community hospitals and who feedback difficulties 
in reading English papers. Furthermore, JTD China will benefit 
JTD with raised awareness and more popularity in China, a 
territory with the largest cohort of medical professionals in Asia, 

Figure 1. Paper submission to Journal of Thoracic Disease (from V1N1 to V3N4).

Figure 2. Country distribution of the first-term Editorial Board members to Journal of Thoracic Disease (2009-2011).
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Figure 3. Website traffic statistics for Journal of Thoracic Disease (actually starting from April 1, 2011 to November 24, 
2011).
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and in the world.
The new cover of JTD silently emerges. Unlike the previously 

plain "Green Journal", an elaborated cover image is designed and 
published for each issue starting from Issue 2, Volume 3. These 
images are illustrated with a text found in inside front cover, and 
may include courtesy pictures from accepted manuscripts, and 
authorized photographs or drawings. Cover images at JTD are 
desired to reflect and promote the arts of medical sciences, and 
the philosophy of publishing as well, in addition to the better 
cosmetics that JTD would put on. 

While much has changed, the impacts of the changes that 
have and will take place will be monitored. If the changes do not 
work, they will be changed. "Nothing is cast in stone."

Aal izz well, and tomorrow will be better! JTD has overcome 
and will welcome difficulties if any. Unceasingly forever, the song 

of JTD soars in the sky:

Flags or march, on none we count 
Valor of soldiers laughs to astound 
Between scylla and charybdis 
Triumph of JTD will come around…
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